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Katherine Anne Porter isn’t the only female writer from Texas worthy of )
scholarly study, but you’d hardly know it by looking at the available outlets | § TDL Spotlight: Journal of Texas
for scholarship on Texas women writers. According to Dr. Linda Kornasky, Women Writers

professor of English at Angelo State University, accomplished authors and § Mark Your Calendars: TCDL 2009
thinkers like Gloria Anzaldda, Sandra Cisneros, and Dorothy Scarborough
don’t have a scholarly home - they are often not considered southern writ- o o )
ers or writers of the Southwest - and, as a result, they sometimes get left § TDL Training Opportunities Still
out of the discussion. Available

§ Texas A&M Hosts Symposium on
the Future of Scholarly Commu-

set for May 27-28

Kornasky is hoping to give these writers, and others even less established,
the home they deserve in the Journal of Texas Women Writers, an online o
scholarly journal created with the electronic journal platform offered by the nications
Texas Digital Library.

The JoTWW, with Kornasky serving as managing editor, published its inaugu- Sy T E X A S
ral issue in February. The biannual journal uses Open Journal Systems (0JS) DIGITAL LIBRARY
software, an open-source journal management and publishing system that is
offered by the TDL. 0JS supports every aspect of publishing a peer-reviewed
scholarly journal, including online submission and management of content,
indexing, and e-mail notification and commenting capabilities for reviewers.
It also lets journals offer their content on an open-access basis to readers.

http://www.tdl.org

Kornasky decided to use the TDL’s journal system after seeking advice from
her librarian about how to get started. The librarian told her that Angelo
State was a member of the Texas Digital Library consortium, giving her ac-
cess to all the faculty communications tools - including Open Journals Sys-
tems - that the TDL offers. A TDL electronic journal using 0JS was a perfect fit
for the JoTWW in other ways as well: “I didn’t want to be slowed down by
financing,” Kornasky said, “and | wanted something that people
could access without buying subscriptions.”

Kornasky then assembled an editorial team, which includes two of
her colleagues at Angelo State (Dr. Gabriela Serrano and Dr. Lana
Marlow), as well as author and creative writing professor Dr. Laura
Butler of Sul Ross State University and Dr. Christina Ashby-Martin,
history professor at Texas Tech University. She also enlisted Dr. Syl-
via Grider, a retired anthropology scholar from Texas A&M Univer-
sity, as an advisory editor.

With the help of Texas Digital Library staff, including Scott Phillips at
Texas A&M, Kornasky set up the 0JS software and got to work. “At
first | was a little nervous about the technical aspects of it, but then
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