The Newsletter of the Texas Digital Library

TDL Spotlight: Development team reaches key milestone on TxLOR

The TDL has completed a key phase of development on
the Texas Learning Object Repository (TXLOR), performing
a demonstration of its first iteration of the system to UT
TeleCampus representatives on September 8.

UT TeleCampus (UTTC) is leading the TxLOR project, in
partnership with the UT System Office of Health Affairs
and with funding from the Texas Higher Education Coordi-
nating Board. UTTC has contracted with the TDL to provide
technical development services for the repository, which
will store and disseminate digital objects - including vid-
eos, quizzes, lesson plans, and images - used in teaching
and learning.

For the TxLOR project, the TDL development team is using
an Agile development methodology called Scrum, in
which developers work in short development “sprints.”
At the end of each sprint, TDL staff demonstrate a worka-
ble product to the TXLOR product owner, project manager
Junius Rowland of UT TeleCampus.
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J

At the start of the first TxLOR sprint on August 17, Row-
land and the TDL development team worked together to
create and prioritize a series of “user stories,” the Scrum
term for system requirements. Developers then worked
for three weeks to create a working model that fulfilled a
designated set of the user stories. On September 8, de-
velopers revealed the results to Rowland and other pro-
ject stakeholders at a demonstration held at TDL offices
in Austin.

In addition to Rowland, UTTC Director Rob Robinson was
present along with Michael Anderson and Terry
Barksdale, both of UTTC. TDL developers who worked on
the sprint are Dan Galewsky, Otto Fox, Jade Lindquist, and
William Sidney, as well as TDL chief technology officer
Peter Nirnberg.

“By working in short development cycles, we can create a
working system rapidly,” said Nirnberg. “We also stay
flexible and attuned to UTTC’s needs for TXLOR, since they
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TDL Spotlight: TXLOR development (continued from page 1)

can provide feedback to our developers at regular inter-
vals.”

The first iteration of the Texas Learning Object Repository
includes login and registration functionality, as well as
the ability to add, search for, comment on, and download
learning objects. Future development sprints will enhance
and add functionality to the system. The finished TxLOR
will feature a submission and review workflow system
built in Grails, an open-source Web application frame-
work, and will use a DSpace repository for dissemination
of the learning objects.

Current development plans call for two additional three-
week sprints, with the second sprint concluding in mid-
October.

The TDL is working in conjunction with several other
Texas Learning Object Repository working groups, includ-
ing those designing metadata standards for the reposi-
tory, as well as policy guidelines and a definition of the
submission workflow.

TDL developers demo an early model of the Texas Learning Object
Repository

For more information about the TXLOR project, see the
project’s wiki at http://wikis.tdl.org/lor. *

Texas Digital Library welcomes new software developer Jade Lindquist

Jade Lindquist, new TDL software developer

The Texas Digital Library is excited to announce the addi-
tion of Jade Lindquist to the TDL technical team.

Jade is a software developer who enjoys using technology
to improve people’s lives. She has previously worked as
a developer for several organizations including Motorola
and the Library of Congress and has experience develop-

ing mobile, enterprise, and Web applications. She has
master’s degrees in Information Systems, Library and In-
formation Systems, and English Literature.

“[Jade] brings a wealth of ex-
perience to the team, including
a strong library background.”

-Peter Niirnberg, TDL Chief
Technology Officer

“We are excited that Jade has joined the TDL development
team,” said TDL Chief Technology Officer Peter Niirnberg.
“She brings a wealth of experience to the team, including
a strong library background, and we believe this experi-
ence complements the current team expertise well.”

Jade is located in the UT Austin office of the Texas Digital
Library. She is one of three new developers to join the
TDL this summer, after William Sidney and Otto Fox came
to the organization earlier in August. ¢
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Texas ETD Association leadership holds planning meeting September 8

Members of the Texas ETD Association leadership team
met at Baylor University in Waco on September 8 to make
plans for the coming year. The Texas ETD Association
(TXETDA) is an organization formed in 2009 with the goal
of providing a network of support for Texas users of elec-
tronic theses and dissertations, or ETDs.

The September 8 gathering consisted of a series of brain-
storming sessions intended to solidify the mission and
goals of the organization and to develop focused strate-
gies for the 2009-2010 academic year.

Laura Hammons from Texas A&M University, Billie Peter-
son-Lugo and Amanda Harlan from Baylor, Jill Kleister
from the University of North Texas, Ginger Dickens from
the University of Texas at Arlington, Jason Thomale from
Texas Tech University, Michele Reilly from the University
of Houston, and Stephanie Larrison from Texas State Uni-
versity were all in attendance.

The emergent themes included increasing awareness of
TXETDA and ETD issues, providing support for ETD profes-
sionals, and facilitating education and information shar-
ing. TXETDA strives to be a place where ETD professionals
look for support and informed practice.

As a result of the meeting, Laura Hammons from Texas

Laura Hammons, Thesis Director
at Texas A&M

A&M will be leading the
charge for communication
and outreach, including the
planning of an annual meet-
ing. Billie Peterson-Lugo will
head up the open access and
copyright subcommittee,
while Jason Thomale will fa-
cilitate the subcommittee
focused on Vireo and ETD
management and workflow
issues.

Additionally, Stephanie Larri-
son of Texas State holds re-

sponsibility for developing a
statewide survey that can be

used to assess current ETD practices in Texas. Michele
Reilly will coordinate the subcommittee focusing on edu-
cation, training, and development and will develop a blog
to enable resource and information sharing. Jill Kleister,
Ginger Dickens, and Amanda Harlan will be supporting
the work of one or more of these groups.

Anyone interested in joining the TXETDA listserv to stay
abreast of developments within the organization should e
-mail lhammons@tamu.edu. +

TDL announces training sessions for Fall 2009 at Baylor University

The Texas Digital Library welcomes faculty and staff from
all TDL member institutions to participate in fall training
courses, covering a range of TDL services.

There are still openings for the courses to be held on
September 21, so register now! Additionally, the TDL is
offering several classes on October 22 and November 12.

All sessions listed below are held at Baylor University in
Waco. Please visit the TDL Web site for more information
about location, registration, and cost. ¢

SEPTEMBER 21

DSpace Customization (9 AM-4 PM)

Online Scholarly Journals with Open Journal Systems
(9 AM-4PM)

October 22

ETD Management with Vireo (9 AM-4 PM)

Development, Maintenance, and Use of Wikis (9 AM-
12 PM)

Creating and Managing Blogs with TDL (1 PM-4 PM)

November 12

ETD Management with Vireo (9 AM-4 PM)
DSpace Systems (9 AM-4 PM)
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TDL offers technical support to members through newly created helpdesk

In September, the TDL formally announced the creation of
a helpdesk to assist users with technical issues they en-
counter while using TDL services.

The helpdesk is located in Lubbock, Texas, and is the re-
sult of work done by Texas Tech University, a founding
member of the Texas Digital Library. Texas Tech staffs the
service and provides other support that has made the
helpdesk a reality.

Lance King of Texas Tech runs the service, which is avail-
able Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, ex-
cept on posted holidays.

Lance joined the TDL in the spring of 2009 and has under-
gone extensive training on all TDL services and products.
He has degrees in Management Information Systems and
Business Administration from Texas Tech University. For-
merly he worked in Network Support and Messaging for
ATAT.

Members can access helpdesk support via a simple Web
form found on the TDL web site at http://support.tdl.org
or via e-mail at support@tdl.org.

For more information about the TDL helpdesk and the lev-
els of technical support provided by the TDL, please visit
the TDL Web site. ¢

Lance King, right, discusses TDL services with Sarah Sutton of Texas A&M
Corpus Christi at a training session in August.

About the TDL

The Texas Digital Library is a multi-university consortium
providing the digital infrastructure to support a fully
online scholarly community for institutions of higher
education in Texas and to promote the widespread avail-
ability of their enormous intellectual capital.

Services provided by the TDL to its members include:
Institutional repositories

Electronic Journals

ETD Submission and Management software
Scholarly Blogs

Research Wikis

Faculty homepages

* & & o 0o o

Contact the TDL

Texas Digital Library

P.0. Box P

Austin, Texas 78713-8916
Ph. 512-495-4129

Fax 512-495-4347

Follow the TDL & Facebook 9 Twitter @ TDL Blog

TDL Member Institutions

Angelo State University

Baylor University

Texas A&M University*

Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi

Texas AGM University at Galveston

Texas A&M University at Qatar

The Texas AGM Health Science Center

Texas State University

Texas Tech University*

University of Houston*

University of North Texas

The University of Texas at Arlington

The University of Texas at Austin*

The University of Texas at Brownsville

The University of Texas at Dallas

The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center
at Dallas

The University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston

The University of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer Center

* founding institution


http://support.tdl.org�
mailto:support@tdl.org�
http://www.tdl.org/support�
http://www.tdl.org�
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=home#/pages/Texas-Digital-Library/75806343109?ref=ts�
http://twitter.com/TXDigLibrary�
http://www.tdl.org/blog�

	TDL Spotlight: Development team reaches key milestone on TxLOR

	In This Issue:

	Texas Digital Library welcomes new software developer Jade Lindquist

	TDL Spotlight: TxLOR development (continued from page 1)

	Texas ETD Association leadership holds planning meeting September 8 

	TDL announces training sessions for Fall 2009 at Baylor University

	TDL offers technical support to members through newly created helpdesk



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



